
TeTon CounTy SearCh and reSCue reporT
June 2013 - november 2013

po box 1063    JaCkSon, wy 83001    www.TeTonCounTySar.org    info@TeTonCounTySar.org



THANK YOU FOR YOUR 100% COMMITMENT TO OUR TEAM.
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dear friendS and SupporTerS, 

Happy Holidays to All our Friends, 

Winter is here again, hooray! The past 6 months have been incredibly busy for 
TCSAR volunteers with 37 call outs, lots of opportunities for advanced training 
and great community education events. In 2013, TCSAR volunteers have 
spent 2,650 hours rescuing, 4,000 hours training and 1,400 hours focusing on 
community education. This incredible group of volunteers gives so much time to 
our community each and every day and for that, we are grateful. 

The volunteers and the foundation are incredibly grateful for the support the 
community has given us this year, as well. A record number of supporters gave 
to us during Old Bill’s and a few generous donors recently finished our campaign 
to purchase a new IC truck. The new command vehicle will help volunteers be 
mission ready for multiple rescues and for multiple patients. Thank you Jackson 
Hole for supporting us! 

In this issue you’ll meet volunteers you haven’t seen yet through our 100% 
Volunteer campaign, and read about rescues from rivers to avalanches and 
medical rescues to lost people. We used the helicopter 16 times—over 40% of 
missions—to truly help save patients’ lives. We hope you take the time to read 
these stories and learn from these past experiences. Please be careful recreating 
in the backcountry. 

Best wishes from our TCSAR family to yours, 

TCSAR Volunteers
&
TCSAR Foundation
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Medical Issue in Coal Creek
6/11/13 › 10:07-14:00
Medical, Wheeled Litter, Helicopter
Summary: TCSOSAR advisors received a page at 9:50 
for a medical condition near Moose Creek Meadows. 
Hiker reported abdominal pain and a fever and was 
no longer ambulatory. Ground crews mobilized with 
Hasty 1 running to the patient with basic skills and 
Hasty 2 following with the wheeled litter and medical 
supplies. Due to the concern for a life threatening 

medical condition, Air Idaho was contacted to extract 
the patient. At 12:15 EIRMC heli was able to locate and 
transport the patient. 

Lost Hikers on Jackson Peak
6/15/13 › 16:45-17:51
Missing Persons, Hikers
Summary: Two hikers called 911 and reported 
themselves lost after descending Jackson Peak. After 
speaking with the party it was determined that they 
were probably in Sheep Creek Drainage and TCSOSAR 

volunteer was able to talk them back to their car.

Pilgrim Creek Lost Hikers
6/16/13 › 2:00-14:00
Hikers, Horseback, Missing Persons, Dog Teams, Civil Air 
Patrol
Summary: Two hikers were reported missing from 
the Pilgrim Creek Trailhead. Dog Teams and Civil Air 
Patrol responded to help search. Eight hasty teams 
were assembled and set out at 8:45. Horse team 
located missing party at 10:30. 
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Overdue Wind/Ice Cave
6/29/13 › 21:31-23:00
Wind/Ice Cave
Summary: At 21:31 TCSOSAR advisors were 
contacted regarding overdue hikers at the Wind/Ice 
Cave. At 23:00 the overdue hikers made contact.

Assist Sublette County with Wind River Search
7/1/13-7/3/13  
Helicopters, Hikers, Missing Party, Interagency
Summary: TCSAR volunteers assisted Sublette 
County with a search for a missing person in the Wind 
River Range.

Buffalo Fork Inner Tube Rescue
7/6/13 › 14:14-17:15
Boaters, Interagency
Summary: At 14:45 TCSOSAR advisors received 
notification of a missing tuber on the Buffalo Fork. 
The volunteers dispatched with personal and team 
cataraft.  GTNP set up downstream safety and 
upstream safety. The missing party was located.

Snow King Mountain Bike Accident
7/7/13 › 11:22-12:32
Wheeled Litter, Hikers, Bikers, Interagency
Summary: The TCSOSAR advisors were paged at 11:22 
for an injured mountain biker on Snow King Mountain. 
The Advisors decided to use the wheeled litter to 
extract the patient. The patient was removed from the 
mountain and taken by ambulance to the hospital.

Darby Canyon Trail Injury
7/10/13 › 13:06-13:34
Medical, Interagency
Summary: A 911 call was received by TC Idaho 
dispatch for a female hiker with a reported broken 
elbow and knee injury, 1/4 mile in from the Darby 
Canyon Trailhead towards the Wind Cave. The 
patient’s husband was the RP, he left her on the trail, 
hiked out and drove down the Darby Canyon Road 
until he could establish cell coverage. Teton County 
Idaho EMS responded and was on scene first. Teton 
Valley Dispatch called Jackson Dispatch and Jackson 
paged the SAR team out. After equipment was 
gathered from the SAR building and SAR was enroute 
over the pass, Idaho EMS called Jackson to stand the 
rescue down stating they could handle it. SAR was 
stood down with one SAR member continuing to the 
site. SAR volunteer and EMS carried the patient to the 
waiting ambulance for transport to the hospital.

Glory Hiker Injury
7/13/13 › 18:58-23:54
Hiker, Wheeled Litter
Summary: At 18:58 the TCSOSAR advisors were 
notified that a hiker fell while descending the Glory 
hiking trail with her husband and two sons. She 
sustained a lower tibia/fibula fracture and was in 
extreme pain and was unable to continue down from 
below “Hillary Step” on the trail to Glory summit. 
TCSAR volunteers arrived on scene and while a 
medical team packaged and treated hiker for pain and 
cold, another team rigged a series of belay line anchors 
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for the wheeled litter. With four attendants the patient 
was packaged in the wheeled litter and lowered in a 
series of multiple rope belays tied to the wheeled litter 
until she was secure and at the Teton Pass Road where 
she was transported to waiting ambulance Medic 1.

Snake River Canyon River Rescue
7/14/13 › 14:03-14:48
Kayak, Jet Boat
Summary: TCSOSAR Advisors were paged at 14:03 
for a capsized kayak in the Snake River. SAR members 
were in the river recreating and were at the scene 
within minutes.  SAR members assisted the two 
boaters to shore. The 2 boaters at that point said they 
were a party of 4 and their friends had not made it 
to the landing. After some conversations with other 
boaters, the other 2 people in the party were picked up 
by the Westbank Anglers dory. 

Hoback Junction Fall
7/18/13 › 17:35-19:15
Medical, Climbing, High Angle, Interagency
Summary: At 17:35 SAR advisors were notified of 
a female who fell off a 15 foot cliff on the Hoback 
River. Fire/EMS responded first, located, assessed and 
packaged patient. TCSAR assisted in a lift of the patient 
over small rock steps and wheeled litter extraction.

Grassy Lakes Missing Person
7/19/13 › 17:03 - 7/20/13 › 15:00
Hikers, Missing Person, Medical, Helicopter, Dog Teams, 
Interagency

Summary: About 14:00 it was reported to the Boy 
Scout camp staff that a hiker was missing, he had last 
been seen at 6:00. The staff searched the camp, local 
area, and roads and trails in the area throughout the 
day with no sign of the subject. During background 
research it was discovered that the missing hiker had 
many medical conditions including hearing loss and 
a recent heart transplant. Considering these health 
concerns TCSAR elected to immediately mobilize to 
Camp Loll for a missing person search. The BTNF 
contract helicopter and a Helitak crew searched for 
about 2.5 hours at which time the helicopter needed 
to return to base for darkness. 

TCSAR arrived late Friday evening at Camp Loll and 
began planning a ground search. SAR dispatched 
TCSAR volunteers into the field as well as to search 
the entire camp and lake. While SAR volunteers were 
searching, SAR IC and SAR Planners began working 
on a search plan for Saturday morning. 

There were approximately 15 SAR volunteers, 5 GTNP 
Rangers, 1 BTNF official, 4 dog teams, and 50 Camp 
Loll Staffers ready to help. Search Teams arrived back 
at 2:00. Planning work was done until 3:30. At 07:00 
SAR briefed all teams and sent everyone into the field 
into 13 different search areas. 

At 09:03 a SAR Volunteer found the missing hiker.  
He was tired, dehydrated and hungry, he was 
treated by TCSAR member and they walked back to 
Camp Loll.
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Munger Mountain Lost Hikers
7/21/13 › 16:20-18:10
Hikers, Medical, ATV’s
Summary: At 16:20 the SAR BOD was alerted 
by dispatch of a lost couple hiking in the Munger 
Mountain area with a distress female that was lethargic, 
dehydrated and out of water. The team was dispatched 
with ATV’s and by foot to the area. TCSOSAR volunteers 
were dispatched at 16:55 to search for missing party. At 
17:10 contact with the party was made on foot. At 17:35 
ATV’s were able to transport the hikers to the trailhead.

Overturned Canoe
7/23/13 › 13:31-13:35
Summary: TCSO advisors callout for a reported 
overturned canoe with no subjects present near 
swinging bridge. The party was able to get canoe to 
shore shortly after and the incident ended.

Alaska Basin Hiker with Medical Issues
7/26/13 › 20:09-22:23
Summary: TCSOSAR was notified of a sick hiker in 
the Alaska Basin Area. The hiker was complaining 
of nausea, stomach pain, dizziness and a helicopter 
evacuation was planned. EIRMC helicopter was able to 
locate the patient and evacuate her to the hospital. 

Darby Canyon Overdue Hikers
8/4/13 › 20:06-22:45
Hikers, Medical, Missing Persons
Summary: At 20:06 TCSOSAR advisors were notified 

of two overdue hikers in the Darby Canyon area. 
TCSOSAR volunteers responded to the Darby Canyon 
trailhead and began searching for the hikers at 21:30. 
At approximately 22:23 both hikers were found on the 
trail hiking out. One hiker was injured and had visual 
upper body and head injuries. He was treated by SAR 
volunteers and transferred to an ambulance which 
took him to the Driggs, ID hospital.

Fall Creek and Dog Creek Missing Person
8/5/13 › 13:14
Hikers, Horseback, Interagency
Summary: At 13:14 the TCSOSAR board received a 
call that a hiker was missing in the Dog Creek area. 
The RP had taken a nap and when she awoke the other 
hiker was gone.  She had been missing 1.5 hours but 
had no medical issues and the weather was good so 
the team was not paged and the advisors continued 
investigation. At 14:13 the hiker was located.

Two Oceans Pass Hiker Injury
8/6/13 › 11:33
Hikers, Horseback, Helicopter, Medical, Interagency
Summary: At 11:41 the TCSOSAR advisors was 
called about a hiker with an ankle injury in the Two 
Oceans Pass area. Because of the patients injury and 
his location, a helicopter evacuation was planned. If 
a helicopter wasn’t available, a horseback team would 
be backup. At 12:30 TCSOSAR volunteers arrived at 
Helitack. At 13:30 the patient was spotted. Patient 
was flown to Blackrock Ranger station and then taken 
by ambulance to the hospital. 
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Granite Basin Medical
8/6/13 › 14:24-17:56
Medical, Helicopter, Hikers, Interagency
Summary: A backcountry hiker showed signs of 
cardiac emergency on a backpacking trip. His leader, 
an EMT, reported that he had a history of tachycardia. 
Because of the patient condition, a helicopter 
evacuation was initiated. TCSOSAR volunteers and 
Helitack were able to locate the patient and fly him 
back to Helitack base where he was transported by 
ambulance to the hospital.

Jumping Rock Injury
8/11/13 › 14:10-16:20
Medical, Hikers, Interagency
Summary: TCSOSAR received a call for a male with 
medical issues. The team was paged for a wheeled litter 
call out. The team and Medic 10 dispatched to the 
GTNP boundary where the patient was located. Medic 
10 took over the call and the patient walked out. 

Rock Springs Buttress
8/14/2013 › 19:01-00:49
ATV’s, Helicopter, Medical, Hikers
Summary: At 19:09 the TCSOSAR received a call 
that a hiker had fallen about one hour earlier and 
his condition was getting worse. The patient had 
fallen from a height but could not remember how 
high. Throughout the evening, updates from the RP 
informed TCSOSAR that this may be a head injury and 
the patient’s health was continuing to decline. Sixteen 
SAR members were dispatched into the field via ATV’s. 

The patient was located after about an hour of hiking 
and searching. Because of the patients worsening 
condition, EIRMC helicopter was used to evacuate the 
patient. The patient was flown to the hospital. 

Kings Wave Medical Assist
8/26/13 › 12:27-13:10
Boaters, Interagency, Medical 
Summary: At 12:27 the TCSOSAR advisors were 
paged for medical assistance at the Kings Wave where 
a patient was complaining of heart discomfort and 
trouble breathing. TCSOSAR was paged to assist with 
packaging and transporting the patient. The call was 
stood down before TCSOSAR were on scene.

Teton Canyon Search
8/29/13 › 12:45-14:30
Missing Person, Helicopter, Interagency
Summary: At 10:40 a member of Teton County, 
ID SAR walked into the TCSOSAR hanger to report 
an overdue hiker. TCSOSAR contacted the RP for 
additional information. The RP’s brother was new to 
the area, had no food and had missed his first day of 
work. 

Due to those clues, TCSOSAR paged the team to 
search for the overdue hiker. Teton Helitack was 
contacted to assist with a flyover search and a dog 
team was put on standby. Two hasty teams began 
mobilizing to begin the search when the RP called 
back and reported she had found the hiker on the 
trail, just overdue.

Snow King Medical
9/9/13 › 10:09-13:29
UTV’s, Medical, Interagency
Summary: At 10:14 TCSOSAR received a page for a 
hiker who collapsed on Snow King near Old Man Flats. 
The TCSOSAR advisors planned to take a UTV up to 
the patient to evacuate him. During this time Snow 
King maintenance crew heard about the incident and 
was able to drive a TCSOSAR volunteer in a Rhino ATV.  
The patient was transferred to Medic 10. 

Flat Creek Horse Accident
9/10/13 › 14:22-18:55
Horseback, Medical, Helicopter
Summary: At 14:22 TCSOSAR advisors were paged 
concerning a medical rescue for a horse injury. The 
patient had been thrown from her horse. Due to 
injuries, remote location and extreme road and 
trail conditions, TCSOSAR advisors chose to use a 
helicopter evacuation with a backup ground crew. 
Helitack was available to help. Volunteers who were not 
flying to the scene, were sent with ATV’s and medical 
equipment to the location of the patient. The patient 
was treated for injuries and flown to the hospital. The 
volunteers were then picked up by the volunteers on 
ATV’s to return everyone to town. 

Wolverine Creek Injured Hunter
9/12/13 › 11:03-20:50
Helicopter, Medical, Interagency
Summary: At 11:03 TCSOSAR advisors received a 

September



call regarding a possible bear mauling and an injured 
patient with possible broken leg. Due to the location 
of the patient and the medical urgency, a helicopter 
evacuation was planned. Teton Helitack was used 
to transport TCSOSAR volunteers to evacuate the 
patient. The patient was then transferred to Medic 2. 

Holmes Cave Trailhead Horseback
9/15/13 › 11:31-17:19
Horseback, Medical 
Summary: At 11:36 TCSOSAR advisors received a 
call for a hunter injured after falling off his horse. 
The RP reported that his father complained of pain 
and was unable to walk. A wheeled litter evacuation 
was planned. At 13:10 Hasty teams were dispatched 
into the field on horseback and foot with medical 
equipment and the wheeled litter. At 14:27 the patient 
was being moved towards the trailhead. At 15:06 the 
patient was transferred to Medic 3. 

Bear Canyon Spot Beacon
9/20/13 › 14:39-21:33
SPOT Locator, Helicopter, Medical
Summary: At 14:47 the TCSOSAR advisors received a 
page regarding a SPOT 911 activation. The patient was 
a male with heart issues. Given the remote location 
and medical urgency, the advisors decided to use the 
helicopter to evacuate the patient. Primary plan was to 
use Helitack, secondary plan EIRMC, and backup plan 
was a ground evacuation. 
At 15:54 helitack was airborne. At 15:49 the SPOT 
was deactivated and after discussion the mission was 

called off. At 17:19 dispatch received a call stating 
there still was an emergency with the patient. At this 
point, a helicopter evacuation was still the best plan 
and EIRMC was contacted due to their higher level of 
medical care. At 19:48 EIRMC evacuated the patient. 
An investigation into the SPOT calls found that the 
SPOT was accidentally cancelled.

Teton Wilderness Injured Party
9/25/13 › 15:28-18:36
Horseback, Hikers, Medical, Helicopter, Interagency
Summary: At 15:30 TCSOSAR advisors received 
a call that a man was thrown from his horse and 
kicked in the face. It was reported possible shock, 
possible broken jaw and unable to ride his horse out 
of the wilderness. The patient was located northeast 
of Heart 6 Ranch.  The incident location was 3-5 
miles from the trailhead with a fresh 6-12 inches of 
snow on the ground. Given the remote location and 
medical emergency, helicopter evacuation was the 
best plan. The primary plan was to use Teton Helitack. 
Permission was granted to use the helicopter. Because 
of the timing and weather, the team was paged to 
create a backup ground evacuation. At 17:00 the 
helicopter was en route to the scene. At 17:45 the 
patient was transferred to Medic 3.

Spread Creek Search
10/4/13 › 0:59-11:05
Missing Person, ATVs
Summary: At 1:21 TCSOSAR advisors received a 

call about an overdue party near Spread Creek south 
of Togwotee Pass. Due to hunters’ abilities, weather 
forecast, and no known location the search was set for 
daylight hours. At 6:20 the hunters were still missing 
and the team was paged for a search. TCSOSAR team 
departed the hanger at 8:15 with ATV’s and UTV’s. At 
9:44 the Reporting Party reported to Dispatch that the 
missing party had been located. 

Teton Pass Vehicle over the Edge
10/5/13 › 10:26-14:25
Fire/EMS Assist, High Angle, Medical, Helicopter
Summary: At 10:33 the TCSOSAR team received a 
page about a car over the edge of Teton Pass near Mail 
Cabin. One passenger had sustained serious injuries and 
was possibly entrapped in the vehicle. The TCSOSAR 
team responded to the scene and was able to set up a 
low angle system to extract the patient and create a safe 
environment for Fire/EMS/TCSAR personnel to work. 
The patient was extracted from the vehicle and safely 
raised to street level. EIRMC helicopter transported the 
patient for further medical attention.

Teton Village Missing Person
10/5/13 › 22:08-00:43
GTNP Assist, Missing Person
Summary: At 22:08 TCSOSAR received a call that 
the Reporting Party’s roommate had not returned 
from his run. Last time anyone had spoken with 
him was 8:30. 22:09 his vehicle was located in the 
Ranch Lot. The RP was positive he was not prepared 
to spend the night. 22:30 missing person’s bicycle 
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and jacket are located at the Death Canyon trailhead. 
22:38 GTNP rangers are called. 23:03 TCSOSAR 
asks GTNP rangers to drive road from Jenny Lake to 
Death Canyon looking for the missing person. GTNP 
ranger locates missing person.

Crystal Creek Overdue hunter
10/16/13 › 15:32-15:51
Summary: At 15:32 the Board received a page 
reporting a lost hunter in the Gros Ventre area. At 
15:51 the hunter was located.

Cow Creek Missing Hunters
10/23/13 › 14:26-14:47
Missing Persons
Summary: At 14:26 TCSOSAR advisors received a call 
that the reporting party’s father had not returned to 
the vehicle with the other two hunters. While talking 
with the RP, the father returned to the vehicle.

Breccia Peak Rescue
11/01/13 › 15:32-17:40
Avalanche, Helicopter, Skiers, Medical Personnel 
Summary: At 15:37 TCSOSAR received a call regarding 
a female with a possible broken leg who was involved 
in an avalanche near Togwotee Pass. Given the remote 
location, avalanche hazard and medical urgency it was 
decided the best plan was to use a helicopter evacuation 
with a backup plan to use snowmobiles for extraction. 
The TCSOSAR helicopter left the TCSOSAR hanger at 
16:16. At 16:54 the helicopter was available to land on 
scene and extract the patient. At 17:11 the patient was 
transferred to Medic 10.

Jackson Peak Rescue
11/10/13 › 16:33-21:28
Avalanche, Skiers, Helicopter, Snowmobilers, Medical 
Personnel

Summary: At 16:35 TCSOSAR received a page 
regarding a male with a possible leg fracture who was 
involved in an avalanche on the west face of Jackson 
Peak. At 17:15, 2 volunteers were flown to the patient 
by the TCSOSAR helicopter. Because of sunset, the 
helicopter returned to the hanger. At 17:23 EIRMC 
helicopter was requested to fly to the scene using 
night vision. At 17:45 the remaining volunteers drove 
snowmobiles to the Goodwin Lake trailhead and 
prepared for a snowmobile evacuation. At 18:30 EIRMC 
helicopter was able to locate and extract the patient. 

Woods Motel Medical Assist
11/15/13 › 14:02-15:36
High Angle Rope Rescue, Medical Assist
Summary: JH Fire/EMS requested TCSOSAR 
volunteers for a high angle rope rescue of a patient at 
a construction site who had fallen approximately 16 
feet. Volunteers responded to the scene and were able 
to set up a raise and lift the patient to street level.

Thank you To our maJor buSineSS SponSorS
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u.S. forest Service
wells fargo advisors
western wyoming beverage
wydoT

how you Can SupporT uS: 
donate on our website: www.tetoncountysar.org or 
donations can be sent to po box 1063 Jackson, wy 83001

TCSar wouLd Like To Thank aLL 
of Their SupporTive empLoyerS

Be Safe and uSe BeSt PracticeS in the Backcountry!

© er iC heLgoTh


